The Agenda for Action seeks to highlight the key policy recommendations arising out of Highly Affected, Rarely Considered. Accordingly, its perspective is necessarily broader than the detailed policy recommendations within each of the chapters. Each of the recommendations have been categorised into their cross-cutting theme and directed toward a certain decision maker.
PRIVATISATION
The theme of privatisation is a recurring one in this report. The authors have not argued for a large, inefficient public sector that would place strain on public resources. Rather, an efficient public sector whose services are accessible to all is the central action item that has emerged. It is argued here that a more sophisticated analysis of service delivery to the public is required. It should not be assumed that privatisation automatically brings efficiencies, nor that public ownership results in ineffective and wasteful service delivery. However, there are a number of key services that must be considered as a right, and thus should not be at the mercy of a small group of service delivery corporations. These services must be delivered by an efficient, transparent, well-funded and answerable publicly-owned sector.
The following recommendations show that while privatisation is raised throughout the report, it is a specific concern in the chapters focused on Water and Education.
GOVERNMENT
We recommend that:
1.1 governments ensure the right of young people to express their views and participate in the decision-making processes surrounding the regulation, allocation and protection of precious resources, such as water. This can be achieved through tools such as youth policy advisory committees that are part of the decision-making processes, and not merely an add-on.
1.2 environmental resources, including water, be regarded as a public good and thus remain publicly owned. This is the best way to ensure a more participatory, equitable and environmentally sustainable distribution of resources for young people. While acknowledging the need for an effective and efficient public service and the large debt servicing responsibilities of certain low-income nations, we believe that this does not diminish the responsibility of governments to manage resources.
1.3 education and health care be acknowledged as fundamental human rights, and thus be publicly funded and accessible to all. While acknowledging the need for an efficient delivery of educational and health services, we believe that this does not diminish the responsibility of governments to ensure their delivery.
1.4 governments avoid the introduction of prohibitive, and therefore exclusionary, fees for social services such as education and health. These services should be well funded and appropriately managed to remain financially viable and accessible to all.
MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS
1.5 multilateral institutions re-evaluate the appropriateness of their privatisation and liberalisation policies, with regard to the delivery of services that have been identified as human rights. These include, but are not limited to, health, education, water and cultural services.
1.6 multilateral institutions should implement (non-negotiable) consultations with the widest possible body of stakeholders including young people. If it is agreed in these consultations that privatisation should proceed, then multilateral institutions need to remain responsible for restructuring processes to ensure the private sector does not undermine the basic rights of citizens or the central goals of poverty reduction and sustainable development.
CORPORATIONS
1.7 privately owned and managed health, education and water facilities make binding commitments to both the satisfactory provision and accessibility of such services that are consistent with meeting the basic human rights of all citizensincluding young people. This must be the case in both urban and rural centres.
1.8 corporations adopt a transparent charter that outlines their responsibilities to both service provision and consultative processes.
1.9 corporations promote transparency in all steps of the service delivery process. For example, all citizens, including young people, should be informed of resource quality, origin and in the case of water, filtration processes.
NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS (NGOS)
1.10 NGOs advocate against the inappropriate privatisation of services. If privatisations do occur, it is recommended that NGOs invest in monitoring the impact of privatisation on the basic rights of all citizens, including young people. NGOs should also exert pressure to ensure those rights are fulfiled through non-exclusionary price and quality standards.
GLOBAL STRUCTURE AND FINANCIAL ARCHITECTURE
The second group of recommendations calls for the introduction and enforcement of greater systems of global accountability. This can be achieved through reforming the current global economic architecture and democratic processes to encourage civic participation. These systems must be empowered through international platforms that not only threaten to penalise states, multilateral agencies or corporations that fail to meet their obligations, but actively promote human rights. A greater civic role should exist for the public sector, NGOs and citizens in establishing global standards as well as researching, reporting and bringing to account those purported to be abusing human rights. 2.5 member governments of the OECD allocate 0.7 percent of their Gross National Product to overseas development assistance programs as recommended by the UN.
GOVERNMENT
2.6 governments commit to the Millennium Development Goals.
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MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS
2.7 multilateral institutions, particularly the international financial institutions and the World Trade Organisation (WTO), consult more broadly with the aim of integrating human rights principles and norms into their policies and programs.
2.8 multilateral institutions consult more broadly to restructure the current inequitable world trade system so that it is fairer and acts as a means for promoting sustainable development and the fulfilment of human rights. This should include:
• the recognition of the right of young people to use local biodiversity for farming and non-farming practices;
• the discouragement of bio-piracy;
• the cessation of the patenting of Indigenous traditional knowledge;
• a cessation of unfair trade practices including the dumping of export products on developing country markets and a removal of barriers to low-income nations accessing markets in the North;
• the recognition of the right of developing countries to protect their agricultural systems;
• the inclusion in the WTO's Trade Policy Reviews of the impact of trade rules and practices on employment standards (Watkins 2002: 205) ; and
• the full and fair implementation of the Agreement on Textiles and Clothing (ATC) with appropriate provision for the poorest producers.
2.9 the WTO works to ensure that medicines are available and affordable to low-income countries by upholding their right to produce and export generic medicines to satisfy a public health need.
2.10 multilateral institutions facilitate public participation in their self-monitoring processes through the creation of citizen review boards upon which young people are sufficiently represented.
multilateral institutions work towards ensuring the implementation of the
Education for All program. The first step in achieving this is for the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank to finalise the financial framework of Education for All and push to receive the initial pledged funds. Additionally, debt relief measures for low-income countries must be enacted swiftly, in order to allow more funds to be allocated to education.
2.12 multilateral institutions must acknowledge that current debt repayment levels are inhibiting the right to development. Therefore, it is recommended that multilateral institutions agree that no government should spend more than 10 percent of its national revenue on servicing external debt.
2.13 multilateral institutions commit to the Millennium Development Goals.
CORPORATIONS
2.14 corporations take active steps to implement the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises.
2.15 corporations commit to maintain and enhance the basic human rights of the communities in which they work as well as those communities that are affected by their activities.
2.16 corporations consult broadly with communities in which they work as well as those communities that are affected by their activities.
2.17 pharmaceutical corporations ensure that important public health treatments (including HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis) are affordable in all nations, particularly low-income ones, through a tiered pricing system, and the transferral of manufacturing technology to low-income nations.
NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS (NGOS)
2.18 NGOs actively monitor both the extent and effectiveness of their government's aid and development programs.
INDIVIDUALS
2.19 individuals and communities continue to exert pressure on governments, multilateral institutions and corporations, through mass mobilisation and awareness campaigns, to demand for greater global accountability and transparency.
REPRESENTATION, ACTIVISM AND HUMAN RIGHTS
The third theme that emerged from the 11 chapters was the lack of youth participation and representation in decision-making. There was a strong sense that this must be enabled at all levels of decision-making: locally, nationally and internationally. The level of motivation of most young people is evident. From inter-governmental processes such as the World Summit on Sustainable Development and formalised events such as the International Youth Parliament, to informal gatherings, young people are highly visible and active in working towards positive change. This report highlights young people's commitment and ideas for such change, but what is often missing is their access to decision-making processes.
It is imperative that young people, and particularly those from marginalised populations, gain access to forums where decisions are made. But this should not be an afterthought. Rather, we strongly believe that young people should play an important role in setting the agenda for change. If formalised politics continues to fail in offering representation, the numbers of young people turning to alternative politics will continue to grow.
GOVERNMENT
3.1 governments recognise young people's technological expertise and innovation by involving them in the development and implementation of technology policy. For example, governments should encourage and fund projects such as the Youth Creating Digital Opportunities Coalition 5 , which facilitates young people's use of technology for sustainable development through online community building projects, technological innovation, research, information sharing and vocational training projects.
3.2 governments develop and fund programs whereby youth health workers in developed countries assist local health professionals in developing countries to design and deliver youth friendly services.
3.3 governments consult young people both directly and through the formation of national youth councils. These organisations should not play a peripheral role, but be central in determining the ways in which government policies can respect, protect and fulfil the human rights of young people around the world. Government agencies should actively engage young people as important players in the decision-making process, especially by first making them aware of the decision-making bodies and processes that impact upon their lives.
3.4 member governments vote for and adopt the UN Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The Draft Declaration, which is expected to be finalised in 2004, will be a vital instrument in further safeguarding the basic human rights of young Indigenous peoples.
3.5 governments officially recognise the status of Indigenous peoples as first peoples. Governments should adopt all the administrative, legislative and judicial measures necessary to promote, protect and guarantee the human rights, representation and fundamental freedoms that flow from this status. This must include the ratification of the UN Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; the legislative recognition and incorporation of Indigenous languages and knowledge; and action -led by consultation with Indigenous communities -to reduce the high rates of imprisonment of Indigenous young people.
3.6 where it is the desire of Indigenous peoples, governments support Indigenous people in forming systems of government that are both intrinsically self-governing and represented within the wider system of national government. Young people should be sufficiently represented in these structures.
MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS
3.7 multilateral institutions recognise the right of young people to make representations to institutions that affect them. As a result, multilateral institutions need to improve their mechanisms for youth consultation and actively engage with young people in their decision making.
3.8 multilateral institutions need to further implement human rights principles and mandatory consultative provisions into their guidelines and practices to ensure that the rights of marginalised groups of young people such as Indigenous peoples, refugees and asylum seekers are protected.
3.9 multilateral institutions must dedicate resources to consult broadly to understand and analyse the ways in which their policies and multilateral agreements are currently failing to respect, protect and fulfil the human rights of young people around the world.
CORPORATIONS
3.10 corporations accept their wider 'social contract' and thus consult broadly to develop guidelines that promote youth representation, human rights based treatment of young people and social investment in the areas in which they are involved. Corporations need to understand that their decisions affect young people (both directly and indirectly) and must be open to consultation and, where appropriate, dispute resolution.
3.11 corporations adopt principles for resource development set by Indigenous peoples. To achieve this, corporations must incorporate into their codes of conduct mandatory guidelines requiring the prior informed consent of Indigenous peoples before the commencing of any projects.
NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS (NGOS)
3. 12 NGOs recognise the right of young people to representation, and thus create youth-specific advocacy training programs, programs that educate young people about their rights and the ways those rights are affected by the processes of globalisation.
3.13 NGOs continue to document and report on human rights abuses against young people and their direct causes.
3.14 NGOs advocate for the right of young people to be represented, particularly those considered most disadvantaged. For example, this may include supporting and promoting Indigenous voices at local, regional, national and global levels through building the capacity of Indigenous peoples, communities, organisations and networks.
3.15 NGOs create -and lobby key decision-making bodies to create -policies and programs, such as youth summits, that allow for young people to participate in discussions, forums and the policy process. NGOs should continue to build bridges and channels of communication between young people, youth NGOs and policy-making bodies.
3.16 NGOs facilitate the representation of marginalised populations of young people, through culturally appropriate, grassroots education and mobilisation initiatives that engage these groups.
3.17 NGOs galvanise the voices of marginalised groups, such as young refugees and asylum seekers, and raise community awareness of the impact of key decisionmaking bodies on them.
INDIVIDUALS
3.18 individuals and their communities advocate for the protection of the rights and representation of young people.
3.19 in areas where it is difficult to deliver a formal education, individuals and their communities, in partnership with NGOs and governments, endeavour to create and support alternative learning opportunities for young people. 6 3.20 young people be encouraged to empower themselves through networks of knowledge that allow for the sharing of information about developments, programs and activist efforts that are occurring in their region.
individuals and their communities act as conveyors of information about
opportunities that exist for young people to develop themselves as active citizens.
INEQUITABLE RELATIONSHIPS
One of the stark realities of the processes of globalisation is the increasing inequality of wealth and influence over decisions made both within and between countries. It now appears that there exists a third world in every first world, and a first world in every third. 7 In a world that is becoming smaller and more interrelated, the inequitable relationships between these different groups have wider implications. For example, in the chapter that focuses on Export Oriented Manufacturing Industries, we see large corporations threaten to move away if unions gain influence in the work place.
Given these inequitable relationships, each author felt that this issue needed to be addressed if we are to meet the many challenges of globalisation that we face today.
GOVERNMENT
4.1 governments enact legislation to ensure young people's universal right to access health care and education.
4.2 governments recognise and further investigate the inequitable gender impacts of globalisation. Such work has began, with a recent United Nations research project identifying that the links between gender and poverty lie at the level of social and economic relations and institutions. 8 Government agencies should investigate ways to address this issue and bring the relational processes of impoverishment and accumulation to centre stage.
governments develop national programs to target disadvantaged groups of young
people, such as alternative models of education.
4.4 governments enforce legislation that protects young people from all forms of exploitation -both within and beyond their borders.
4.5 governments implement measures that protect the victims of trafficking, including the ratification of all human rights and trafficking protocols, particularly the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; and the implementation of domestic legislation that effectively prosecutes traffickers but protects and compensates their victims.
4.6 governments direct more resources toward the development of social and economic infrastructure in rural areas, as well as develop and adequately fund more rural development agencies. The creation of opportunities for employment, education and training, and micro-enterprise in rural areas are tools that can help stem the high incidence of forced migration of young people to urban centres.
4.7 governments place greater emphasis on food security/sovereignty as a means of economic and social development rather than narrowly focusing on economic growth and production for export markets. Resources should be directed to essential food production before they are invested in cash crops.
4.8 governments ensure young people have access to land, natural resources and financial resources so that they are able to sustain a livelihood from agriculture.
4.9 governments recognise the critical importance of increasing access to technology by working to "ensure that the benefits of new technologies …are available to all" (UN Millennium Declaration 9 ). Infrastructure must be developed which gives young people the ability to produce technologies and use them in ways that are locally relevant, culturally sensitive and suited to their linguistic variances. 4 .10 governments secure equitable access to water. This includes developing and maintaining adequate water infrastructures and services, improving consultation with stakeholders, ensuring greater integration with other domestic policies and implementing stable, transparent rules that ensure equitable access.
4.11 governments ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child, cease the use of child soldiers and apply diplomatic pressure to prevent the practice being continued by other governments.
MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS
4.12 multilateral institutions ensure access to, and equitable pricing of, essential medicines. This includes the pre-qualification of medicines to ensure their safety and quality; supporting regional and local production of generic medicines through licensing and technology transfer; and organising the bulk procurement of medicines on a regional basis.
4.13 the UN encourages a review of the UN Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others so that it distinguishes between sex-work and trafficking, and protects women trafficked for purposes other than sexual exploitation.
4.14 multilateral institutions ensure that gender policies are considered and implemented in all development projects.
4.15 multilateral institutions work with governments to establish the conditions necessary to "ensure that the benefits of new technologies …are available to all" (UN Millennium Declaration) such as appropriate infrastructure, a stable political environment, a satisfactory healthcare system, a sustainable environment and the consistent reduction of poverty (World Summit on the Information Society, PrepCom I, Youth Caucus Declaration of Principles and Priorities).
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CORPORATIONS
4.16 corporations strengthen employment rights in Export Processing Zones (EPZ) and make them consistent with International Labour Organisation standards.
4.17 corporations improve conditions in the workplace by ending the intimidation of unions, strengthening labour monitoring systems and ensuring workers have access to affordable public transport systems.
4.18 corporations, especially those that target youth as their primary consumer group, should consult broadly to allocate a specific portion of their revenue to support programs that assist this population. We see this as forming part of the 'social contract' between corporations and wider society.
4.19 corporations, especially those in the tourism industry, support the prevention of trafficking by ensuring employees do not engage in its associated activities (such as child pornography) and reporting trafficking related crime.
4.20 corporations ensure that the technologies being made available for low-income nations are appropriate for their needs. Often, 'low-tech' technologies may bring about more positive outcomes than attempting to implement 'high-end' technological solutions.
NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS (NGOS)
4.21 NGOs encourage and facilitate grassroots initiatives related to cultural policy. Such policies must involve and incorporate the ideas of the people whom they intend to empower.
4.22 NGOs promote the creation of networks of young people, so as to build strong campaigns that work toward upholding human rights and achieving sustainable development.
EDUCATION
Education, which is a chapter in its own right, also emerged as a fundamental crosscutting theme. All authors identifying it as key to ensuring that the rights of young people are not only protected but promoted.
GOVERNMENTS
5.1 governments promote the view of education as a social good rather than a commodity, something that is a right and not a privilege, providing universal education for all citizens.
5.2 governments promote education syllabuses that investigate local, national and international sustainable development issues and challenges. For example, in countries where there is a need for more sustainable consumption patterns, secondary school curricula should integrate cultural studies with environmental education so that young people are able to critique the social and environmental impacts of consumer culture (Fien and Skoien 2001).
5.3 governments support the Hague Appeal for Peace by incorporating peace education into the national curriculum.
5.4 governments provide opportunities for young people to play an active role in their education by allowing youth participation in curriculum building and the determination of class activities.
5.5 governments seek to decrease the impact that HIV/AIDS has on school completion rates by removing fees and introducing subsidies for young people from households affected by HIV/AIDS.
5.6 governments explore and develop alternative education models such as:
• after-work education programs for employees;
• specific education and training programs that empower youth, like the effective and efficient use of technology and both traditional and non-traditional agricultural techniques; and
• long distance education or decentralised outreach programs for those without access to conventional schooling.
This would assist particular groups of young people especially: those who are required to stay at home to look after sick relatives; youth affected by HIV/AIDS; homeless youth; youth in remote areas; and those who cannot go to school for fear of political reprisal.
5.7 where it is the desire of Indigenous peoples and linguistic minorities, governments implement bilingual and intercultural education programs, including the mainstreaming of Indigenous languages within the primary and secondary school curriculum.
5.8 governments increase education on women's rights and gender equality.
5.9 governments ensure that offshore higher education and training programs are relevant to in country needs, facilitate nation building, and where possible, implement programs that discourage 'brain drain'.
5.10 governments recognise literacy and education capacity-building as crucial to the effectiveness of information and communication technology strategies and development projects (World Summit on the Information Society, PrepCom I, Youth Caucus Declaration of Principles and Priorities).
MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS
5.11 multilateral institutions consult broadly to develop 'effectiveness' criteria for education. It must be accepted that the quantity of provision is not a suitable measure of achievement at the expense of quality of education.
5.12 multilateral institutions create educational programs that inform the wider public about the work they undertake, their obligations and responsibilities, as well as how they may best be accessed.
CORPORATIONS
5.13 corporations provide legal education for both management and employees to ensure that they are aware of their rights and responsibilities to society. In particular, gender specific training should be provided to ensure that female workers are aware of their legal rights.
NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS (NGOS)
5.14 NGOs work with governments to promote the view of education as a social good rather than a commodity.
5.15 NGOs encourage and facilitate the development of education programs and campaigns targeted at particular sectors of the community, such as consumer awareness campaigns, or programs aimed at parents that promote the importance of education for young people.
5.16 NGOs work to identify the means by which to harmonise more traditional or Indigenous forms of education with formal education systems.
5.17 NGOs target special assistance to marginalised and displaced children, such as those with HIV/AIDS or HIV/AIDS-affected parents, in order to allow them to continue schooling as much as possible.
INDIVIDUALS
5.18 individuals and their communities advocate for swifter and more complete debt relief for highly indebted poor countries (HIPCs) to allow for more funds to flow towards the implementation of poverty reduction strategies including strategies to provide Education for All.
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DISPLACEMENT
The final cross-cutting theme identified is displacement. Here, displaced people are defined as those who are forced to leave their homes. The issue of displacement is becoming increasingly evident in our globalised world. From war or environmental refugees, to forced migration for reasons of employment, young people all over the world are being displaced from their homes. While evident in many low-income countries, we also see the displacement of communities in wealthy nations through events such the closure of essential services in rural areas. We strongly believe that this is an issue that needs to be addressed.
GOVERNMENTS
6.1 governments recognise and commit to human security by supporting measures to protect civilians in armed conflict. This must include ratifying and upholding the Fourth Geneva Convention on Rules of War, its Protocol Relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts and its Protocol Relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts.
6.8 multilateral institutions work to reduce the availability of small arms, a major feature of resource conflicts, by adopting stricter export regimes, regulating arms brokers and ensuring better marking and tracing of weapons. For example, an appropriate international convention could regulate the sale and brokering of arms where transfers might be used to violate human rights or contravene international humanitarian law, fuel conflict, or waste funds on unnecessary arms instead of development.
6.9 multilateral institutions reduce the possibilities of profit from war by banning the trading on global markets of goods acquired in resource driven conflicts. For example, multilateral institutions should implement a certification system to assure buyers they are not purchasing "blood diamonds".
CORPORATIONS
6.10 corporations make political, diplomatic, financial, material and military assistance for all parties to armed conflict contingent on their observing standards for the protection of civilians, particularly young people and children.
6.11 corporations, in recognition of the rights of the child, not sell arms or weapons components to countries known to use child soldiers.
NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS (NGOS)
6.12 NGOs involve young people in disaster preparedness, paying particular attention to the needs of young women in post-conflict reconstruction. 
